~

i were all with me in the matters.that I have shouldered as.an. exprassion.of the will_. .
- of the nation and of the desting of a people. R R e e e

re e . e

-issue, ‘the issue of war and peace.ﬂﬂihis “i8” because we’ do~not gonsider’ our patriotic
“fvatani] and national {qavmi] struggle as a local or regional phendmenon because the
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{Pext] In the name of God, brothers and sisters, I would have liked to have come

to you before today 50 as to meet with you and with the masses of our people and
nation, but I was preoccupied with what you know about and what you want. T am confi-
dent that you will understanﬂ and excuse. : e .

Howaver, I felt your presence ‘and that nf our people and nation with me in every opinion.
I felt your presence snd that of our psople and ration with me in avery decision. You

I then found it suitable to come to you today SO as to speak to you and to the masses
of our people and the peoples of our nation as well as before a world that is interested
in yhat 4is happening in our land because it is closely related to humanity's gravest

ares in which we llve has 1ts strategic and cultural role in the. heart of the world
and the center of its movement.

And becszuse the events are important and the davelopments wefa successive and the
dagisions were decisions of destiny, I would like to begin directly with what I would

" ke to talk to you about. I will concentrate on two points: War and pesace.

Pirst, war., I do not thlnk'you expect me to stand in front of you so thﬁt wa together
boast about what we have achieved in 11 days of the most important and gravest--in fact
greatest and most glorious-.days in our history. ([applause]

The day may come when we will sit togather not to boast but to remewber and to study
and also to teach our children and grandehildren, generation after generation, the
story of hardships of struggle, the bitterness and sufferings of defeat and the sweei-

_hess end hopes of victory.  [applause]

Yes, the day will come when we will sit to relate“uhat everyone of us has dons in his |
own position and how everyons of us shouldered his trust and carried out his role. We
will reijate how the heroas of this people and this nation came out in pitch black days

, to carry the torches to lighten the path so their nation can crosq the bridge between

despair and hope. The time will come for all that.

I think fou will agres with me that we have problems and taéks to vhich we must devote
all our time and efforts. If I mey digress a little--although I know that you are
eraving to hear move--let me say the following:

e
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1. Regarding myself, T have tried to fuifill the pledges I mads to God and to you
exactly 3 years ago today. I pledged to Goad and to you that the duestion of liberating -
the patrietie and national soil was the first responsibility I assumed in loyalty to

our people and to everyone., I pledged to God and to you that I would spare no efforts:
or sacrifices, regardiess of their ¢osts bo me, for the sake of enabiing the nation to
reach a situabicn where Lt can raise 1ts will to the level of its aspiraticns. For I
have aiways believed and stil® do that a wish that 15 not backed by will is like day-
dreaming. My love for and leyalty to this homeland refused te fall prey %o the mirage
or fog of daydreaming.

I have pledged to God and to you that we will confirm to the werld that the 1967 set-
back was historically and net fundamentally an exception. I said this out &f my beliefl
in the 7,000 years of civilizatien, seceking horizons that I am fully econfident the
struggle of our penple and nation will attain and w111 establish thelr existence and
realize thelr great dreams, :

I have pledged to God and te you that our generation will not hand over their flags to
the next generation at half mast or in a state of humiliation. BPut we will hand over
our I'lags flyzng high and in a glorious state., They may be stained with bloosd but we

have held our heads. up high, although cur country was bléeding and in a bitter and na1n~
ful state. [prolonged applausel

I have pledged to God and to you that I would not miss an apprepriate moment. I would
not take risks or hegitate, The caleulations were hard and the responsibility was

.grave, Hrwever, I realized, as I have repeatedly tnld you and the nation that this
e WEST ﬁ?“ﬂb&hiny, whiah T have “takew ipen myselr. T pludge-to God amd Lol you biher it ¥

foregoingl, and I sincerely attempted to fulfill the pledge, sesking Godfs help and
asking your confidence and that of the nation. I thank God.

2. Everything was dependent on the will of the nation, the magnitude‘and dapth of
this willl., We could noet and nobody ¢ould have done anything had it not been for the
people and the nation. The night was long and heavy. However, the nation hags never

lost its faith that the dawn would break,

I say without pretemse that history shail record for this nation that its setbatk was
not a downfall but a passing tumble and that its movement was net an outburst but a
lof'ty rise.  OQur people have exerted unlimited efforts, made unlimited sacrifices and
showed unlimited maturity, Mere impeortant than all that--the efforts, sacrifices and
maturity--the pecople maintained unllmited falth, This was the dividing line between
the setback and failure.

I have felt that from the first day I assumed responsibility and willingiy acﬁepted the
burdens God placed on my shoulders, I knew that the people’s faith was the foundation,
If the foundations were sound, then we could retrieve everything that we lost and once
again return to the place we retreated from. Despite many manifestations, some of
which were natural and others fabricated owing to the psychological warfare waged ‘
against us, the Qquestion facing me and others every passing day was: Is the foundation
sound? I was confident that no psychological warfare no matter how fierce could affect
the firmness of this foundation. As long as the foundation was all pight, then every-
thing should be ail right, ~The rest was nothing but a tempest in a teacup, as they say.
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"t {?admit) we faced many real preblems, preblems in the services, supply, producticn
and also in poiitical wmrk., I knew the truth, but I was not in a positicn to explain
it., I knew that we had to make life dearadle for the people and at the same time take
precautions for what was expected. I was certain that the day would come when the

© tyuth would be known to cthers as it was clear to me. When the fruth is known, the
people will know and appreciate, I thank Ged.

. 3, There were clear indications that the entire Arab nation was in a state of rupture.

4 T thought this was natural because of social and cultural reasons that were aggravated
by the bitterness of the setback. Some asked me and asked themselves as well: Will
the natlon be able to face its terrible trial while in this state of rupture?

T used to say: In addition to its natural causes, this-rupture reflects the contrast
between reality and hope, There is no advantage in this. I even believed that there
was no cure or rest from what the nation's conscience was suffering from except when
"the nation would face the moment of challenge. At certain times I was not prepared to
enter into futile discussions: Should we deal with the rupture before facing the
challenge or accept the challenge despite the presence of indications of rupture? My

* opinion has been that nations can discover themselves. or their mettle only through .
-engaging in struggle. The greater the challenge the greater will be the awakening of . .
the nation and its discovery of its capabilities. :

T do not deny the existence of social and cultural differences, for this is the course

" of history. But at the same time, I realize that great nations, whan faced with great

“WWchailgnges, are capable of clearly determining the priorities for them5h1ves in a way

"that 1eaves no room for doubt. I have beiieved ifn the souncness and Firmmess of the
¢all of Arab nationalism. I have been aware of the various interactions that motivate
the progress of the one nation. But I'have also been confident that the unity of
action will impose itself on all the powers, quarters and currents because they will alil
realize that the present condition is not one for competition between varicus inter-
pretations but cne of struggle involving the life or death of an entire nation.  Thank
God. ,

L, T have been aware of the quality of cur Armed Forces. [applause]  When I spoke

about them I was not predicting the future or speculating., I have come up from the

ranks of these Armed Forces and personally lived aceording te their traditions., I

had the honor of serving in their ranks and under their banners. The record of these
forces is bright, but our epemies--o0id and new imperialism and world Zicnism--concentrated
against this record in a terrible manner because they wanted to make the nation doubt

its shield and its sword. I had no doubt whatsoever that these Armed Forces were the
victim but never the ca::e of the 1967 setback. [(applausel

In 1967 these forces would have been able to fight with the same valor and courage
with which they are fighuing today had their military command not lost its nerve

after the [Israeli] strike against which 'Abd an-Nasir had warned, or had the command
not issued an order at that time for a general retreat from Sinal without !'4bd an-
Nasir's knowledge as well. [applause] These forces were not given the chance to

fight in defense of the natlem, its honor and its soil. They were not defeated by the
enemy but were exhausted by conditions, which did not give them a chance to fight, I
took part with Jamal ?Abd an-Nasir in the rebuilding of the Armed Forces. Then destiny
decreed that I should shoulder the responsibility of complebing the rebuilding
operation as well as of being their supreme commander.
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The Egypeian Armed Forces have achieved a miracle by any militdry standard. [applausel]
They have fully devoted themselves to their duty.  They have efficiently atsorbed all
the weapons and methods of training of the modern age, as well as 1ts scilernces,

Wnen I gave them the crder to reply to tha enemy's provocabtion ard to check his deceit,
they proved themselves. Affer the orders were given to them, these forces took the ‘
initiative, surprised the eremy and threw him off balance with the guick movement,

I will not be exaggerating to say that military history will make a long Dpause to study
and examine the operation carried out on & October 1973, when the Egyptian Armed

Forces stormed the difficult barrler of the Suez Canal, which was armed with the
fortified Rar-Ilev Line, and fo establish bridgeheads on the east bank of the canal
after they had, as I said, thrown the enemy off balance in £ hours. .

The risk was graat and the sacrifices were big. However, the results achieved iIn the

. first 6 hours of the battle in our war were huge, The arrogant enemy lost its equilib-
rium, even to this very moment. The wounded nation restored its honor, [prolonged
applause ] ‘

The Middle Bast political map hss changed. While we say So out ‘of Pride, as,some’.of

the pride is faith, we are dutybound to record Trom here, on behalf of the paople amd

this nation, our absolute confidence in our Armed Forces {prolonged applause] our
confidence in their commaml, which drew up the plan, [prolonged appliause] our confidence
in the officers and men who have implemented [the plan] with fire and blood. [prolonged
applause] ' :

We recard our. confidence  in the. Armﬂd Porcest. faith and knowledge, our. aonfidance oo
the Armed Forces' arms and in their capability of using them. =~ TR LR

I say in brief that this homeland can be assured and feal secured after fear thaﬁ it
now has a shield and a sword. [applause ]

From here 1 want to‘draw your attention to the northern front, where the. great Syrian
army is fighting one of the most glorious battles of the Arab nation under the loyal -
and resolute command of brother President Hafiz al-Asad., [applause]

T want to tell our brothers on the northern front: You made a pledge and you were
faithful to the pledge. You have made friendship and you have turned out to be the
most honest friends, You have fought and you have proved to be the most courageous .
fighters, You have fought like men and stooll fast like herces. We could not have
found more reassuring and praiseworthy men in this compadeship in which we had to
fight together against a common enemy, the enemy of the whole Arab nation.

W2 have been the vanguardskof the battle. Together we have borrne its brunt and paid
most expensively from our blood and resources, We will continue the fightling and
defy danger, We will continue, backed by our brothers who have sincerely amd falth-
fully Joined the battle. to pay the price in sweat and blood until we reach an

obJectiye acceptable to us and to our nation in this serious stage of itz continuous

- struggle,

That was about war, and now about peace. When we speak about peace we must remember
and not forget--Jjust as others also must not pretend to forget--the real reasons for
our war. You will allow me to specifically and categorically state some of these

reasons to you. ‘

»
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1. We nave feught for the sake of peace, the only peace that really deserves

tc be called pease--peace based on Jjustice. Our enemy sometimes speaks about
peace, but there 1s a vast difference between the peace of aggression and the
peace of Justice. David Ben-Gurion was the one who formulated for Israel the
theory of impusing pezze. Peace cannot be imposed. The talk about lmposing peace
means a threat to wage war or actually waging it.

The great mlstalke our snemy has made 138 that he thought the force of terror could
guarantee security. Bu¥ ths futility of this theory has been preved in practiece on
the battlefield. It has besen proved that if this theory 4id work at one time due
to the weakness of the opposite side, it does not work if bthese people rally thein
forces every day. :

I do not know how David Ben-Curion would think if he were in command in Tsrael
today. Would he have been able to understand the nature of histery or would he S
be like the Israell command today--In oppesition to history? ~ =~~~ 0

Peace ecannot be imposed. The peace of faits accompli cannot. exist and cannot
last. There can only be peace through justice alone. Peace cannot be estabiished
through terrcr however oppressive and whatever illusions the arrogance of power or
the stupidlty of power might give., Our enemy has persisted in this arrogance and
stupidity not only in the past 6 years, but throughout the past 25 years--that is,
since the Zicnist state usurped Palestine. '

We might ask the Israeli leaders today: Where has the theory of Israeli security
. gone? . They have tried to establish this.thappy}pggghpybv}plgnqeyan@;aqceﬁbyﬂrppgﬁ“‘Hggﬂ;g"

in 25 years. It has been breken and destroyed.

Our military power today challenges their military power. [applause] Tuey are now
in a8 long protracted war. They are facing an atirition whieh we ean tolerate more
and better than they can. Their hinkeriand is exposed If they think they ecan
frighten us by threatening the Avsh hinterland.

I add, so they may hear in Israel: We are not advecators of annihilation, as
they e¢laim. [repeated twica]

Our Zafir typs trans-S8inal [!Abirai Sinal] Egyptiar Arab rockebs [Sawarikh] are
now in their bases ready to be launched abt the flrst signal to the despest depth
in Israel. Iprelonged applavze}

We could have given the signal and the order from the very flrst moment of the
battle, partlieularly as the Israelis! haughbiness and vielous pride gave them the
lilusion that they could bear greater consequenses than they resaily could sustain.
But we are aware of the responsibility of using certain types of arms, and we
restrain ourselves from using them. The Israell!s should remember what I onee. szid
and still say: An eys for an eve, 2 tooth for u tooth, and depth for depth.
[prolonged applause].
2, We do not fight to athtack the ferritory of others, but we fought and will continue
to fight for two objectives: a) To restore our territory which was occupied in
1967, and b) to find ways and means to restore and obtain respect for the legitimate
rights of the people of Palestine, [applause]

. o .
These are our objectives in accepting the risks of the fighting. We have accepted
them in reply to unbearable provocations. We were not the first to begin these,
but we acted in self-defense to defend our land and our right to freedom and 1ife.
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Our war was not for aggression, but against aggression. In cur war we did not depart
from the values and laws of internaticnal society as stipulated in the UN Charter,
whizh the free nations wrote with their blood after their victory over fascism and
Nazism. :

We may say that our war is & continuation of humanity's war against faseilsm and
Nazism; for by its racist claims and its loglc of expansion through brute force,
Zionism is nothing but a feeble replica of fascism and Nazism which is contemptous
rather than frightening and c¢alle for disdain more than for hatred, ‘

In our war we have bshaved in accordance with the provisions and spirit of the UN
Charter, and not vice versa. In addition, we have beghaved oubt of respect for the
UN resolutions, both those of the General Assembly-and of the Security Councii.

Brothers and sisbters: The entire world has supported our rights and praised our
courage in defending these rights. Tne world has realized that vWe were not the
first to attack, but that we immediately responded to the duty of self-defense. We
are not against but are for the values and laws of the international community. We

.. are not warmongers but seekers of peéce. The world has realized all this, and in
the 1ight of it sympathizes with our cause, Today, the world sympathizes with us
more out of its respect for our determination to defend this cause.

We were sure of world sympathy and now we are proud of its respect for us. . I tell
. you in all sincerity and honesty that I prefer world-respect, even without sympathy,
_ta warld sympathy that is withOut respect." [applause] I thank you.

Brothers and sisters- A single state has differed with the whole world--not Just
with us, but with the whole world, as I said. This state 1s the United States. The
United States claims it was shocked because we tried to repulse the aggression.

We do not understand how or why the United States was shocked. This state, it
sald, was not only shocked but has recovered from the shock without coming to its
senses,

It is regrettable and sad that this should be the stand of one of the two superpowers
in this age. We were expecting or perhaps wishing, despite all the indications and
experiences, that the United States would recover from the surprise and come %o its
 senses. But this did not happen. We have seen the United States recovering from
the surprise and turning toward maneuvers. ILts first objective is to stop the
fighting and the return to the lines that existed before 6 October. We could have
beenn angered by this reverse logie, but we were not. This is because on the one
hand, we are confident of ourselves, and on the other, we actually want to contribute
to world peace, : :

The world is entering an erd of detente between the two superpowers. Now we oppose
the policy of detente. We had one reservation on this polley and this reservation
3ti11 eéxists. If we want the world, after a world war has become impossiblie, to
enter an era of peace, then peace is not an abstract or absolute meaning. Peace
has cne single meaning: That all the peoples of the world should feel that it is
peace for them and not peace imposed on them. [applause]

!

“

"I would like to say before you, and £o all the world, that we want fhe policy of
detent to succeed and %o be consolidated. We are prepared to contribute to the
sucecess of this consolidation, o '
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But we zightiy believe that this cannot happen while sggression is being committed
against an entire Arab natlon, which lies strategically in the heart of the world
and possesses its most important sconomice resourees, Any disregard for this logieal
fact 1s nob only disregard but also an insult, which we do not accept, either for
ourselves or for the world, which is awasre of the importance and value of this area
in which we live., Therafore, the world must reallze now that this area can give and
can withhold.

Brothers and sisters, the United 3tates, after a maneuver we refused even to discuss,
especially sfter we had forged the path of right with the force of arms, has resorted
to a poliey that reither we nor cur Arab nation can keep silent about. It has
established a quick bridge bto transport military aid to Israel. -

The United States was not content wlih the fact that it was its arms that enabled
Israel to obstrugt all atfempts for a peaceful solution of the Middle East- question.
It has now involved ibself in somsthing wifh more serious and more dangerous
consequences

While we are fighting aggression and trying to remove its nightmare from over our
oceupied bterritories, the United States rushss.to. the aid of -the aggressor to .
compenisate him for his losses and to supply him with what he did not have before.

The United States has established a sea and air bridge along thch new tanks, new
- alrplanes, new guns, new rockets and new elecironics [equipment] pour into Israel.’
We tell them: This will not frighten us. [applause] We tell them: This will not

.y frighten us, - But belfors matterﬁ reach the point of-no return,: you.and we must. under~

‘stand:_ Where to, and for how long?  where to,- when.we. and riot Israel form the map
of the Middle East? Where to, when your entire interests are with us and not with
Israel? Where to, and for how long?

Brothers and sisters: I have thought of sending President Richard Nixon a letter
in whieh I would clearly define our position. Bubt T nesitated, lest this might be
misinterpreted. For this reason I have decided instead to address an open message
to him from here. [applause] This is a message nct dictated by fear but by
confidence. It 1s.a message that does not emanate from weakness bub from a genuine
desire to protect peace and bolster datente. T wish te tell him clearly that our
ajim in the war is well known and fthere i5 no need for us to explain it again. If
you want teo know our demand for peace, then here 1s our peace pilan:

l==We have fought and will fight fo liberate our territorias which the Israeli
occupation selzed in 1967 and to find a means to reirieve and secure respect for
the leglitimate rights of the Palestinian people. In this respect, we maintain our
commitment to the UN resolutions: The General As32mbly and the Security Council
[resolubions].

2«-We are prepared to éccapt a cease=fire on the basis of the immediate withdrawal
of the Israelil forces from all the cceupled territories under international super-
vision to the pre-5 June 1967 lines.

3~-We are prepared, as soon as the withdrawal from all these territories is completed,
to attend an international peace conference at the United Nations; which I will try
my best to persuade my comrades, the Arab leaders directly responsible for running
our conflict with the enemy [to acceptl. \
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I will also try my best te convince the Falestine peepie’s representatives about this,
so that they may participate with us and with the cencert of states in laying down
rules ard regulations for a peace im the area based on respect for the legitimate
rights of all the peoples of the area.

B.-We are ready at this hour--indeed at this very moment--to begin clearing the Suez
Ganal and to open it for world navigation se that 1t may resume its role 'in serving
world prosperity and welfare, T have actually iszued an order to the head of the Suez
Canal Authority to bvegin this operation en the day following the liberation of the
eastern bank of the canal. The preliminary preparations for this eperation have
already begun, [applause] -

5--Tn all this, we are not prepasred to accept any amblgucus promises or elastic words

which can be given all sorts of interpretations and only waste time in useless things

and restore our cause to the state of inaction, which we no longer accept whatever the
reasons the others may have or whatever saerifices ‘we have to make What we want now

tg clarity; Clarity in aims and clarity in means.

 Brothers and sisters; We have said our word, I pray”to_dod Almighty that all will
““understand it within its true framewerk and will see it straight and will appraise
matters rightly. The present hours demand the courage and the minds of men.

On our part we are facing these hours with the humility of those who are true tec God,
[applause ] to themselves, to their nation and te mankind, The biggest battles ever

" fought with conventional weapons, even in the wars between the giants, are taking' ‘
place during these. ‘hours - -Destinies are: being shaped and relations are being determinéd
hese hours;’ The relations that ara being determined will {mpose” themselves o
the future and are asserting themselves at present,

During these hours herpes are marching forward. Diring these hours martyrs are falliﬁg '
or rather rising up. Conflicting feelings are felt during these hours, hours during

‘which the feelings of happiness are miXxed with other deep feslings; This ls because

we wanted and still want right and not war. But we wanted and still want right even
1 war is imposed on us. When the elation of victory filled all the hearts, I--between .
myself and my God--was aware of all the suffering we are undergoing for the sake
of victory. I have been following the news of our victory with humility because I

- ¥now the truth. The dear Almighty has taught us: "You have been destined to fight
although it i{s5 hateful to you." = [Koranic¢ versel ‘

Brothers and sisters, these are the moments in whieh we lmow ourselves, our friends
snd our foes. We have lmown ourselves, We have known our friends. They have been

the most sincere and loyal friends we could ask for, We have always known our enemy,
We do not wish to increase the number of our enemlies; on the contrary, we have sent
one message after another, one notification after another and one warning after another
80 as to glve everyone an opportunity to make revisions [of their stands], hoping they
will retreat. However we are, God willing, capable, after saying the word and giviag
notification and warning, of dealing one blow after another. We shall know when,.

where and how to do so 1if they want to escalate what they are doing new.

The entire Aradb nation, on whose behalf I takg the liberty to Speak, has not forgotten
the stands adopted during these hours. The Arab nation will not forget the friends

of these hours who stand with it, It will not forget the enemies of these hours whe
stand with the enemy. ‘

"

No Objection To Deolassifioation. in Full 2011/05/02 . LOC-HAK-185-7-48-7




o No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-185-7-48-7

V. Y7 Cur T & 16

ESYPT

. Gud, be our support and guide., 3@, bless our peopls and our nation., God, you have
promised and youpr promise is Lruth. If yeu suppert God he will support you and guide
your steps. Peace be upon you. ‘[applause | '

k2
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